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Message from the OFA President
By Irving “Skip” O’Strander

As I have stated in the past newsletter I will be 
stepping down as the President of The Ostrander 
Family Association in July and Peter J Ostrander will 
be taking over. Peter is a longtime member and has 
served as President in the past. Peter and I are tied 
together by Mariam Ostrander our two-time great 
grandfather in the Willem Branch. Peter ran the 350th 
Ostrander reunion and did a wonderful job and I see 
no reason why he won’t do the same as president.

I recently had to make a trip back to Massachusetts 
and the route I used was the Taconic Parkway. 
Working on two of the unconnected lines I quickly 
realized where I was and that Unconnected line #38 
John/Jonathan Ostrander Page 722 of Big Book 
was from Pine Plains an exit I pass along with Red 
Hook. I get off at Hillsdale/Claverack which also ties 
into another unconnected line. I told my wife upon 
returning to North Carolina that I need to visit places 
like Pine Plains, Red Hook and Claverack on our next 
visit. Just to see what the towns look like today.

One of the things I struggled with during my term 
as president was how to better communicate with our 
members. We are spread out across the United States 
and Canada. My experience in the manufacturing 
world was a face to face was always better than phone 
calls or e-mails. Old school I guess! We have had 
poor showings at recent OFA reunions and a real lack 
of support!  I feel for this association to continue to 
survive we need new faces and thoughts! We all have 
different thoughts on what the association should do 
and or look like but without participation/input we 
will go nowhere. Please get involved and/or send us 
your thoughts.

I will be looking at setting up an Ostrander Get 
Together this year for NC,SC, VA, TN, GA, for any 
Ostranders who wish to attend. My thoughts are for 
September as many people are on vacation in the 
summer months. This will not be an OFA function 
just an Ostrander meet and greet!  I have chosen 
Charlotte, NC as a meeting place as I feel it is 
centrally located. I will be sending out some info to 
Ostranders in those states in April. Please feel free to 
contact me if you are interested!

I have enjoyed corresponding with many of you and 
would have liked to meet more of you face to face! I 

will always be available to talk or discuss genealogy 
with anyone interested. I will continue to work with 
Jim Lyons on putting the unconnected lines into our 
genealogical database The Master Genealogist!

What is going on in your state or region? Let us 
know so we can put in the newsletter. We would like 
to see more data from local areas as we are all spread 
out across the US and Canada. Let us know what 
is happening in your neck of the woods! Take/Send 
Pictures!
Looking ahead in 2017.

• I will be helping Jim Lyons by putting the 
unconnected lines into our Master Genealogy 
database (TMG) and any other way I can help him.

• The Election of Officers slated for June!

Searching Tidbits.

• When searching ancestry.com for census records 
you can see all the pages by either clicking on 
the next or behind arrow or by changing the page 
numbers manually. Many times, you will find other 
Ostrander families that you didn’t realize were 
there.

• When searching on Ancestry.com how you 
input the name can be tricky. I have found that 
sometimes using the middle initial will somehow 
shorten your search. I try to start without the 
middle initial and add after more data has been 
obtained add in the middle initial and or name. You 
will be surprised on what comes up.

• Half Moon tavern in New Hurley, NY web pages. 
An interesting page and mentions Pieter Ostrander 
a land baron believed to have built original home. 
www.halfmoontavern.com

• I came across a new book online at Barnes and 
Noble “The Haunting on Ostrander Road” by 
Susan Elliot Korsgren. It looks interesting I am 
going to pick up and read next.

OFA Web Site
www.ostrander.org
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OFA Priorities Revisited
The Board of Directors met on March 29th to 

reconsider, prioritize and assign responsibility for the 
Association’s most important activities.  
Top priority activities

• Membership (co-chaired by Ken and Lois Artlip)  
to focus on retaining current and attracting new 
members.

• Research (chaired by Jim Lyons) to continue to 
collect and validate records of Ostrander family 
genealogy and history and to store that information 
in a genealogical database.

• Publications (co-chaired by Linda and Glenn 
Ostrander) to continue to publish the OFA Journal 
and to prepare and distribute other publications 
of value to the membership, to those interested 
in history of the Dutch in America, and to the 
genealogical/historical community as a whole.

• Internet Communications (chaired by Roseanne 
O. Jacobson) with focus on improving the content, 
organization and usability of the ostrander.org 
website and OFA’s Facebook presence.

Fortunately these four activities align with the 
Standing Committees defined in the OFA bylaws.  
So no new directions; just renewed emphasis on 
producing the results for which OFA was founded in 
1984.
Call for volunteers

ALL the committees need and welcome members 
who are willing and able to contribute to their work.  
Some face huge tasks (website redesign, publishing 
an updated Big Book, organizing genealogical 
information in a database accessible to members 
and, most importantly, growing OFA membership).  
If you are interested in joining one or more of these 
committees, please contact the chair directly (contact 
information is on page 2).
Reunions
While not in the “Top Four”, there is continued 
interest in holding Ostrander family reunions 
when there is sufficient program content available 
at affordable cost for the OFA and for attendees.  
Unfortunately, those criteria were not met for the 
reunion proposed to be held this October in Kingston, 
NY.  That reunion has been cancelled.  

Membership Meeting
By Glenn Ostrander

As announced in the January issue of the OFA 
Journal, the association will hold its Biannual 
Membership Meeting in June 2017.  More 
specifically, it will be on June 17th at 10 AM in White 
Plains, NY.

Attendees are welcome to participate in person or 
by toll-free conference call.  There will be plenty 
of time for all attendees to present suggestions 
for making the association more valuable and to 
consider contributing to the OFA by joining one of the 
committees.

The principal orders of business will be to:
• Elect a slate of officers to two-year terms ending in 

June 2019
• Review and discuss the state of the OFA’s financial 

condition
• Review and discuss the OFA’s major areas of 

activity:
• Publications
• Membership
• Research
• Internet Communications
• Reunions

• Open discussion with all meeting participants
There is also the option to vote by proxy for the 

slate of eight officer positions and any other business 
placed on the meeting agenda.
The membership meeting notice and proxy voting 
forms are enclosed with this  issue of the OFA 
Journal.  Should you not be able locate your copy, 
contact Glenn Ostrander for another copy (914-533-
2154 or treasurer@ostrander.org).

Becky Comer
OFA # 201  BB # 10440  Arent

The Ostrander Family Association 
extends a heartfelt thank you to 
Becky for serving as Recording 
Secretary for 24 years (1994 - 2017).
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“As Canada Turns 150 Years”
By Elaine George
Toronto, Canada

There is no question that the main populace who 
settled in the land now known as Canada, so declared 
in 1867, were largely refugees from the results of the 
American Revolution in 1775-83. Some of them were 
known as Loyalists from our original Ostrander Dutch 
family.  The rebellion against Britain, largely caused 
by a need for more equitable trade arrangements, 
became a bloody dispute pitting families against 
each other.  They became divided along lines of deep 
loyalty for both sides. The resistance to Britain’s 
unbridled misgovernment inspired a shift in goals for 
the colonists that lead to one of the largest exoduses 
in North America.

The loyalists (loyal to King George III) were left 
with no choice but to fight until either death or the end 
of the rebellion.  As history records, the patriots were 
successful in ending British rule and in this hotbed 
of conflict, solutions were needed for the existence 
of the loyal families.  Unfortunately, they had been 
persecuted by lawless mobs who attacked their 
houses, stole their money, dismantled their businesses, 
stole their livestock and publicly humiliated them, 
many by ‘tarring and feathering’. Even the Anglican 
religion was suspect, since it was the state religion of 
King George and therefore required some churches 
to be closed. Therefore, thousands of loyalists who 
suffered many unbearable circumstances, fled their 
states as social outcasts, leaving much behind.  In 
New York alone, confiscation of loyalists’ estates 
amounted to over 3,600,000 pounds sterling.

Thus, a mass exodus occurred from the cities 
of Savannah, Charleston, Boston and the states 
of Pennsylvania, New Jersey and Connecticut.  
Evacuation Day, became a New York City holiday 
for a while on Nov. 25 and marked the ousting of 
all British loyalists from the seaport.  Some of these 
refugees were from the Hurley (Kingston) area 
and were Ostranders. They had nowhere to go but 
north. So, with enormous courage and bravery, they 
departed their homeland and began an excruciating 
journey with their frightened families.  Heading to an 
untamed land with few of their worldly goods would 
have seemed a much undeserved hardship. Ships were 

loaded, then departed from Boston, some on route 
to Halifax, while a large detachment came across 
Lake Ontario from Oswego N.Y. to Adolphustown, 
Ontario to settle in a county called Prince Edward.  It 
was from this immigration that the farms and villages 
along Lake Ontario from east to west developed.

For the loyalists, resettlement was a harsh reality.  
Land had to be cleared and farmhouses built. A 
loyalist had to clear 3 acres of wilderness, build a 
home 16 feet by 24 feet and stock 3 cows before 
receiving a deed for the land.  It proved such a 
hardship that many died of starvation.  In 1788 a 
famine struck and from then on, that time was always 
known as the ‘Hungry Year’. It was within this bleak 
frame of reference that one wonders whether the Latin 
motto of the loyalists, “Ducit amor patria” (love of 
country leads me) could ever have sustained them.

Some of these refugees were Ostrander Dutch 
families whose lives had been centred around 
Kingston, New York.  The Hudson River Valley 
became a conduit for their escape.  They abandoned 
many of the stone houses and farms we see today in 
the area.  One family of Ostranders found its way 
to the Niagara area.  It was my original Ostrander 
ancestors that settled on the Niagara peninsula after 
bidding farewell to the Albany, N.Y. area.  F. W. 
Totten’s research connects my Ostrander and Cohoe 
family in Ontario, where John5 and Christianna 
raised their family of fourteen children: the 14th 
being my second great-grandfather Henry6 B. 
Ostrander (b. 1816).  He was a direct descendent of 
the original Pieter1 Pietersen of Hurley, N.Y.  They 
lived near Chippewa, Ontario until 1816 and later 
helped develop a new and active town known as 
Tillsonburg.  It is assumed that John’s5 father, Isaac4 

and wife, Elizabeth, brought their family to Ontario 
after the rebellion as they were staunch loyalists.  
Isaac4, a Dutch New Yorker farming near the area 
of Norman Kill, joined up with the British military 
and the minutes from the Albany records state that 
he had been confined, and a mittimus (a warrant 
committing a person to prison) was made out for him.  
He was later freed and fined by the Commissioners 
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for Detecting and Defeating Conspiracies (quite the 
moniker for the times), 100 pounds for his misplaced 
loyalty.

 Later, Henry6 B., Isaac’s grandson was soon able 
to witness the rise of a small town near Tillsonburg 
called ‘Ostrander’.  A photograph of the Tillsonburg 
railway depot has been appended, along with the 
current sign for the village in our name. This family 
became quite industrious, owning businesses such 
as saw mills, stores and a hotel.  One of the sons, 
William7 (my great grandfather’s brother), raised 
prize Holsteins which were sold to many farms in 
the states and South America.  The herd later became 
known as ‘Ostrog’: a derivative of the Ostrander 
name. Of course, there are many more modern 
achievements by our Ostrander families in Canada 
that are for another writing.

In the aforementioned Niagara region, and east 
into what was then Upper Canada, (specifically the 
soon-to-be province of Ontario), the Ostrander family 
can be found in Prince Edward County. It is best 
described as an island in Lake Ontario, cut away from 
the mainland land by the Murray Canal.  The main 
cities near here are Belleville and Kingston, Ontario.  

Many Ostrander names can be found on rural 
mailboxes, farms and apple orchards.  As we head 
towards our 150th year of confederation in Canada, I 
would like to take this time recognise those Ostrander 
loyalists that came before us and who established 
the backbone of Canada. They also contributed their 
precious, steadfast ideals, which by their sweat and 
tears, created a sanctuary to those who were cast offs 
- then and now.  As an Ostrander, I truly am in awe of 
their sacrifices in this regard.

Flashback:  “Fair and beautiful lay the broad 
harbour centuries ago before the eyes of Hendrick 
Hudson and his sea-weary men; a pleasant place 
was Manhattan: “ ’t lange eylandt the was the pearel 
of New Nederland”; the noble river, the fertile 

shores, all seemed to the discoverers and to the early 
colonists to smile a welcome and a promise of a 
happy home.”  From:   Alice Morse Earle, Brooklyn 
Heights, 1896, Colonial Days in Old New York.

Big Book references: Issac4 BB#27; John5 BB#61; 
Henry6 B. BB#164; Paul7 BB#520; William7 BB#522.

Queries and Unconnected Lines
By Skip “Irving” O’Strander

Editor Note: This article is best read in conjunction 
witih UNC #38, also by Skip Ostrander, on page 8.

The Allegany County gave me some trouble for 
a while but I found in the census records another 
Ostrander family living in Birdsall, NY from the 
Jacob branch. John [16001] p608 and Jane with 7 
children. My guess they knew each other and Jacob 
and family stayed in the same town. 

The other Item was that Jacob married Abigail 
Walker in Allegany County, NY and she was born in 
Dighton, MA.

During the searches in Boscobel I located an 

Ostrander Road and I have asked a few people who it 
was named after. No response to date.

I started a project of an Ostrander family who I 
knew in Springfield, MA my home town. I thought 
it would tie into my Willem line but it tied into UNC 
#23 Henry C Ostrander on page 694. Oh well! That 
is moving along very well and I will upload that to 
TMG probably later this month. I will probably start 
UNC #14 next as we have had an inquiry on that line.

If you ask why I am jumping around? As I get a 
request and it ties into a UNC line I feel it makes 
more sense to work on both at the same time.

As I review our membership database I still see 
people as unconnected! In April, I will make an effort 
to contact those people and correct if possible.
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John Lewis Ostrander
New York State Assemblyman

By Roseanne Ostrander
In 1953, the Ostrander Amendment negated the 

Burd Amendment from 1913, which permitted the 
flooding of millions of acres in Forest Preserve land 
in the Adirondack Park 
for the purpose of creating 
reservoirs. The Ostrander 
Amendment was a key 
component to ending the 
Black River Dam War 
in 1956; John 10 Lewis 
Ostrander was the sponsor 
of this amendment. The 
complete story can be found 
from adirondack.net, search 
‘dam war’. His story is about 
a career to serve others, 
following in his ancestors’ 
footsteps.

John10 Lewis Ostrander is in the Pieter Branch, 
BB #2102, b July 15, 1908 Schuylerville, NY and 
d June 29, 1988.  He married Frances T. Quinn 
of Bennington, VT and had 4 children.  John was 
an attorney by profession.  He served in the NY 
Legislature as an Assemblyman serving 16 years 
until resigning in 1961 to run for Judge Surrogate 
of Saratoga County; his vacancy was filled by 
Stanley L. Van Rensselaer.  He was appointed as 
Judge of Surrogate Court Saratoga County, NY by 
the Governor, Nelson Rockefeller and subsequently 
nominated and elected to that office.   

In 1982, John received the Everett R Dyer Award, 
the NY School Board Association’s highest honor 
for his 36 years of service on school boards at 
Schuylerville and Saratoga. Children: Mary Eileen, 
Abigale, Vibert John, Lauretta.  

The following is his direct line to Pieter2 Pietersen 
Ostrander:

Vibert9 Laing Ostrander BB #1378 b 4 Aug 1887 
and Lauretta Hammond d/o John Hammond and Kate 
Lewis.  Buried Prospect Hill Cemetery, Schuylerville, 
NY.   From his obituary in the Schenectady Gazette, 
July 25, 1963 – “Vibert of Schuylerville was a 
Superintendent of Operations and maintenance for the 
state public works department and active in Saratoga 

country Republican politics.  For over 50 years 
Ostrander worked for the state, starting in 1906 in 
Saratoga county. In 1914 he was appointed assistant 
engineer in charge of state highway construction in 
the county and in 1920 was promoted to assistant 
to the engineer in charge of the Albany division.  In 

1921 he became assistant to the first 
deputy commissioner and in 1922 
became the deputy commissioner. 
In 1929 he was sent to Europe by 
the Shell Oil Co. to study highway 
construction and maintenance 
methods and returned to the newly 
organized state department of public 
works in charge of its division of 
operations and maintenance in 1944. 
Ostrander served as a member of 
the state traffic commission for ten 
years and was consultant to the 
United States government, assigned 
to Egyptian government highway 

financial aid from 1955 to 1956. For 25 years 
Ostrander served as treasurer of the Saratoga County 
Republican committee and also served as town of 
Saratoga committeeman. He was a past president 
of the Albany Society of Engineers and Tri-county 
chapter of the New York State Society of Professional 
Engineers, life member of the Vermont Society of 
Engineers and director of civil defense for Saratoga 
County during World War 2.  Ostrander was a 50-
year member of Home Lodge, F&AM; member 
of the Prospect Hill Cemetery association and the 
Old Saratoga Reformed Church.  Survivors are a 
daughter, Mrs. Van Wyck Conlee of Schuylerville; a 
son, Surrogate John L Ostrander of Schuylerville; two 
sisters, Mrs. William H. Kilpatrick and Mrs. Gretchen 
O. Murray of New York city; a brother, Paul D. 
Ostrander of Cedartown, Ga.; five grandchildren and 
several nieces and nephews.”

William8 Sterling Ostrander BB #651 b 28 
June 1858 Saratoga, NY and Cora Eliza Laing 
Schuylerville, NY d/o Giles P. Laing and Isabelle 
Pond.  William was an Attorney & Postmaster at 
Schuylerville.  He was also a Surrogate Court Judge 
and graduated Cornell University in 1881.  He 
authored ‘Old Saratoga and the Burgoyne Campaign’, 
published in 1897.

William7 Proper Ostrander BB #227 born 22 

Caption reads 
“Williams S. and Vibert Ostrander. - 

Residences Burgoyne Street, opposite Monument
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February 1823, Northumberland, Saratoga Co., NY 
and Isabel Corliss Winney d/o Francis K. Winney 
and Dorcas Tefft.  William owned extensive lumber 
and mining interests at West Fort Ann,  Washington 
County, NY and later resided in Saratoga and 
Schuylerville, NY.  He was Supervisor for the Town 
of Saratoga and active in recording troops for service 
in the field during the Civil War.

Christopher6 Ostrander BB #107 born 28 March 
1783 Greenbush, Rensselaer Co., NY married Mary 
Proper, Greenbush, Rensselaer Co., NY.  In the War of 
1812, he enlisted as a fifer making $9 a month in Cap. 
Henry Van Den Bergh’s company of the 1st Regiment 
of NY militia commanded by Col. Calib Carr.

Johannes5 Ostrander BB #43 bpt 19 Apr 1742 GRC 
Rhinebeck, Dutchess Co. NY married Maria Van 
Deusen, of Kinderhook, Columbia Co., NY.  In 1760, 
Johannes was a private in the French & Indian War in 
Captain Peter Harriss’ Co., Dutchess Militia.  He was 
described as 17 yrs old, a barber, 5’6.5” tall, light hair, 
fair complexion, round face.  In the Revolutionary 
War he was a private in Captain Anthony Bries’ 
Company, 4th Albany militia commanded by Col. 
Killiam Van Rensselaer.

Jacob4 Ostrander BB #24 bpt 24 March 1717 
RDC Kingston, Ulster Co., NY married Jacomyntje 
Ostrander BB #6915 bpt 20 December 1719 RDC 
Kingston, d/o Arent Ostrander BB #7 and Geertruy 
Maasen Van Bloemendaal, Kingston, Ulster Co.  In 
1740, Jacob was a linen weaver in Rhinebeck and 
married his 1st cousin (1st descendants to marry within 
the family) from across the river in Hurley, NY.  In 
1749/50 at about 51, Jacob was 1 of 3 constables 
in charge of keeping order in Rhinebeck Precinct, 
Dutchess County.  At the time, the large precinct 
included Rhinebeck, Red Hook and part of Hyde Park 
to the South.  In 1761, Jacob served as a fence viewer.  
His family lived on a 124 acre farm in Dutchess 
County, NY purchased from his father Pieter3 and 
uncle Willem3 that they acquired in 1714.  All of 
Jacob’s children were born there except his eldest 
Petrus5 who was born in Ulster Co.  (Reference BB 
Page 7).

Pieter3 Ostrander BB #5 b ca 1680 Ulster County, 
NY married Rachel Dingman b ca 1683 Kinderhook, 
NY d/o Adam Dingman and Aeltie Gardenier.  Pieter 
and Rachel made their home in Hurley, Ulster County, 
NY.  In 1717, Pieter at 37 and with 7 children, served 

as a private in the Ulster County militia company of 
Cap. Wessel Ten Broek.

Pieter2 Pietersen – on documents as Pieter Van 
Oostrande, Sr. in 1706 and Pieter Oostrander, Sr. in 
1714 BB #2 b 11 May 1653 Amsterdam, Holland 
married Rebecca Traphagen b 10 June 1662 
Bushwick, Long Island, NY d/o Willem Jansen 
Traphagen and Joostje Willemsen Van Noortryck.

It seems that service to others in the community as 
well as in the military has been a dominant and shared 
quality for this Ostrander family branch and the 
intersecting branches as well.  What a nice thing to 
uncover as I went through this family’s history.  All of 
them have contributed to the growth of our nation and 
respective communities with a willingness to serve.

UNC Line #38
By Skip “Irving” O’Strander

John Ostrander [19505] page 722 BB

I have uploaded UNC #38 into TMG successfully 
with assistance from Barbara Dahl I have added all 
the ID numbers and I have a process in place.
Originally our BB only had Jacob John as a single 
son, I have added Nicolas, Sarah, and Marcus to this 
family and the Big Book UNC write up only had 250 
people tied to it. This line now has 356 people and 
still needs work!
Jacob John had the most data tied to him.

I looked at his migration from Pine Plains, NY to 
Grant County, WI. 
1803 Jacob John was born to Johannes Ostrander and 

Polly G in Pine Plains, NY
1822 Jacob marries Abigail Walker in Allegany 

County NY
I850 Jacob resides in Birdsall, Allegany County, NY
1855 Jacob Resides in Grant County, WI
1856 Abigail dies Boscobel, WI Jacob remarries 

twice more no further children though.
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Back Story to a Civil War Diary
By Ken Artlip

Editor Note: Ken Artlip has transcribed the Civil 
War diary of his great-great-grandfather. This is the 
story about the diary and the man. The diary can be 
read on the OFA website, look for file “John Valentine 
Diary.pdf” under the Members Section (password is 
needed).

Back a long time ago when I was in 8th grade, my 
mother was in the hospital and I was sent to live with 
my grandparents. One day my grandfather, Homer 
Artlip, told me he was cleaning up his bedroom and 
he was going to throw away this old diary of his 
grandfather, John V. Artlip, written during the Civil 
War. He wanted to know if I would like it instead. 
Since I liked reading about history, I was happy to 
claim it. It was very old and worn and somewhat hard 
to read.

Over the years, I did lots of research about his 
regiment, the 12th Illinois Cavalry, but I didn’t learn 
about my Ostrander connection for many years. Since 
I and the diary are getting older and older, I decided 
to transcribe it to paper last summer. In places, it was 
hard to read, the soft pencil was fading and the pages 
were very brittle, but I did it.
What About John9 Valentine Artlip (BB#4287, Wil-
lem)

John’s father Edward8 Artlip (BB#3868), from 
Livingston County NY, brought his family “West” 
to the rich new farmlands in Wisconsin in 1848; 
however, a few years later he had moved to DeKalb 
County in northeastern Illinois. In 1860 Edward8 died 
of consumption at age 49 and his oldest son John 
Valentine9 Artlip took over the farm.

John9 and Mary Mead were married in 1858. Mary’s 
father was a rich farmer from Fulton County NY. Her 
father’s farm was in southeastern WI right across the 
border from DeKalb County IL. In 1859, the couple 
had their only child a son, John10 Douglas.

When Lincoln called for 75,000 volunteers in 
1861, John9 joined the 58th Illinois volunteer Infantry, 
Company G, and went off to war. The 58th took part 
in the Battles of Fort Donelson and Shiloh both in TN 
in 1862. The 58th was in the thick of the horrific battle 
of Shiloh. John was wounded in both legs by the 
bursting of an artillery shell; he was discharged and 

sent home.
In the fall of 1863, Lincoln again called for more 

volunteers to finish off the Confederacy. John9, very 
much against Mary’s wishes, joined the 12th Illinois 
Cavalry to go off to war again. In the early spring of 
1864, the 12th was sent to Louisiana to take part in 
what became known as the ‘Red River Campaign’. 
The whole idea of the Campaign was to capture the 
Capitol of Louisiana, Shreveport, where the rebels 
had stockpiled thousands of tons of cotton. The 
political general who thought the whole thing up, was 
named Banks; he was from New England; he wanted 
to run for president in 1864; he wanted the votes and 
the money donations from the rich mill owners who 
badly needed the South’s cotton. President Lincoln 
wanted their votes and money also, so he approved 
the venture even though his military advisors said it 
was a bad idea.

The Red River Campaign was a total and costly 
disaster for the Union Army and Navy. One of the 
Confederate’s best generals was in charge of the 
defense and he was dug in and waiting for General 
Banks and his slowly moving army. He also diverted 
the Red River so that the Union gunboats got stranded 
on sand bars. The two armies fought one big battle 
in front of Shreveport in March and it was a huge 
Confederate victory; after which General Banks 
got cold feet and started an even more costly retreat 
back to the safety of New Orleans, fighting several 
engagements along the river and in the humid bayous 
all the way. When John9 and the 12th arrived on the 
scene, their assignment was to cover the infantries’ 
retreat. 

His diary begins in camp in St Louis in March 1864 
and ends in hospital in New Orleans and finally in 
disability discharge in July 1864. As you read John’s 
narrative it is important to know that he is a sick man. 
He has contracted TB. He is sick almost every day. 
He is a sergeant. He takes many of his sick men to 
hospital quite often. He goes too, but he also is in the 
thick of action during April and May. He’ll tell you 
all about it. He uses some big words and phrases, 
but he has some spelling problems, especially when 
excited and under pressure. I did not fix many of his 
misspelled words. In his honor, I left them the way 
they were.

In July 1864, John was given a disability discharge 
because of lung disease. 



Page 10 April 2017 OFA Journal Volume 9, Number 3

Lulu of a Story
By Deb Cooper

Editor Note: This story is extracted from a 
letter that Deb wrote to Jim Lyons, OFA Family 
Genealogist. She asked him for advice/suggestions to 
help her wrap up this story. OFA members are free to 
contribute also.

One day....on some site or…..other  I stumbled 
across a newspaper article regarding the MURDER 
of Lulu/Lula BOYCE OSTRANDER in Onondaga 
County New York (June 1900) by Mrs. Harriet Small 
(SCHMOLL).

Naturally I had to find out more. ……………….  
According to the newspapers, Lulu BOYCE 
OSTRANDER was a fetching looking woman for the 
times. She was also (apparently) a terrible flirt. 

It is also apparent that Lulu enjoyed flirting with 
Mrs. SCHMOLL’S husband whether to display her 
feminine power or to annoy Mrs. SCHMOLL is 
anyone’s guess.

In any case, in June of 1900 Mrs. SCHMOLL 
apparently had just about enough (and apparently 
carried no weight with her husband) so she decided to 
solve the problem by shooting Lulu down in the street 
where she lived in broad daylight……right in front 
of.....Lulu’s two children.

Caused quite a sensation………………………
There was a trial and the newspapers went through 

all the witnesses as well as the attorney’s (on both 
sides) arguments. There must have been something 
to the description of Lulu as good looking and a flirt 
because, at the end of the day, Mrs. SCHMOLL was 
exonerated!

That’s a description of the whole mess in a nutshell 
but...there were two children involved AND…..who 
was the OSTRANDER that Lulu was married to? I 
set about trying to see what I could find figuring…...
with all the sensation about this case.....the “finding” 
would be relatively simple.

He went home to Roscoe Illinois, was basically 
unemployed and died of consumption in 1867. He 
was buried in an unmarked pauper’s grave in Roscoe. 
Mary never remarried. She never forgave him for 
signing up a second time and he felt very bad about 
it. Mary lived with their son John10 Douglas and his 

family the rest of her life in Beloit, WI. She died in 
1923. John Valentine9 was given a GAR gravestone 
over an empty grave in Oakwood Cemetery in Beloit. 

The diary is 13 pages and can be read on the OFA 
website, look for file “John Valentine Diary.pdf” 
under the Members Section (password is needed).

I figured wrong.
In the five newspaper articles I was able to 

collect there was one and ONLY ONE mention 
of Lulu’s husband. His name was given as James 
OSTRANDER and the only other information given 
was that he had “abandoned the family some ten years 
or so ago.”

The first thing I did was check the Big Book – 
nothing.

I learned that Lulu was the daughter of Surlinas and 
Polly BOYCE. Lulu was born in New York in May 
of 1867. Lulu was living with her family in Cayuga 
County in 1875.

In 1880 she is still living with Mom and Dad but 
now the family is in Lysander, Onondaga County, 
New York.

Lulu and Mr. OSTRANDER had two children:
1. A son – J. H. OSTRANDER born November 1886 

(1900 census)
2. A daughter – ALICE born February 1889
Based on the age of the oldest child, I am assuming 

that Lulu and Mr. OSTRANDER married around 
1885.

I tried checking the 1880 census for a James 
OSTRANDER in either Cayuga or Onondaga County. 
I found only one but I know who he was so…..he was 
out of the running.

Now what?
So started checking out the kids. I was shocked to 

find out how many J. H. or James H. or Jay H.-s there 
were in the area and the right age to be Lulu’s son. I 
narrowed the field down to a couple but on that day I 
wasn’t sure so…… I moved on to Alice.

I saw listed on Ancestry a marriage between an 
Arthur BROWN and an Alice OSTRANDER in 
Canada

BUT……I don’t have a subscription to Ancestry 
WORLD so I couldn’t access the information. I also 
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found a death record for an Alice OSTRANDER 
KING born 1889 and died 1963 in Oneida County, 
New York but I wasn’t finding much on her initially 
and since it was Oneida County I set her aside for the 
moment……………………….

Keep in mind that I was constantly being distracted 
by various other OSTRANDER tidbits that were 
coming in.

Yesterday I hauled myself over to the local LDS 
facility because I can access Ancestry WORLD on 
their computers. And there.....................

Aha!!!!!!!!!!
I found the marriage record for Alice OSTRANDER 

and Arthur BROWN. They married 30 September 
1911 in Welland, Canada (Niagara Falls).

The beauty of this find was ………………………
Attached to the marriage record was the 

MARRIAGE APPLICATION! I learned that both 
Arthur and Alice were, at that time, residents of 
Canastota, Madison County, New York. Alice stated 
that she was the daughter of Lulu BOYCE and 
Elsworth OSTRANDER. Arthur was the son of Frank 
BROWN and Florence WINN.

Does it get any better than that?
Where did the newspaper reporter get the name 

James OSTRANDER as husband of Lulu from?
Then I remembered that they couldn’t get the 

Murderess’s name right either. She was called both 
Harriet Small and Harriet SCHMOLL.

I mean……how do you mess THAT up? 
Anyway……with this new information I was NOW 
going to be able to wrap this up in a hurry!

Not...........
I could not find one single census record after that 

showing Arthur and Alice living together.
I found Arthur’s WWI draft registration form (1917) 

on which he states that he is married but does not give 
his wife’s name.

In the 1920 census, Arthur is living with his parents 
– states that he is married but……no sign of Alice or 
any wife.

In the 1930 census, I find Arthur married .....to 
someone else.

Seriously?

I then remembered the Alice OSTRANDER King I 
had come across before and looked her up on Find-A-
Grave. True...she died in Oneida County but is buried 
in……..Canastota! And her birth date is given as

February 1889.
You’ve got to be kidding.
I found plenty of “submissions” on Ancestry 

regarding Arthur BROWN and a few on Alice 
OSTRANDER KING, However.....NONE of these 
“submitters” on either Alice or Arthur mention or 
even HINT at a marriage between Alice and Arthur.

So I turned my attention to Elsworth.
Thanking my lucky stars that his given name was 

not John or William, I assumed (again) that this was 
going to be a breeze.

I’ve got to stop constantly assuming.
Right away I found an Elsworth OTRANDER born 

1866 in the 1870 Onondaga County census. Here he 
is enumerated with Jane (supposedly his mother) and 
siblings: Phebe, Charles, ALICE, Mary and William 
H.

Elsworth is 4 years old in the 1870 census.
So far, so good.
In the 1880 census (Onondaga) there is Elsworth 

– big as life, age 14 – living with Jane and J. Henry 
Pierce.

It is at this point I turn to the Big Book and find 
Jane (FORMSBY) listed on page 754 showing her 
married to 1st - John Henry OSTRANDER and 2nd 
to James H. PIERCE. And a list of Jane’s kids among 
which there is no sign of Elsworth.

THEN....I realized that John Henry was DEAD in 
1864, Elsworth was born in 1866. On the 1880 census 
Elsworth states his relationship to J. H. PIERCE is 
step-son so.........

I would like someone to tell me how it happens that 
Elsworth was born in 1866 - 2 years after the death of 
his father?

I went back to the newspaper articles on Lulu and 
see that one of them gives her son’s name as James 
H. Another article calls him Jay which could be a 
nickname but,...I see the similarity of the names of 
Lulu’s children and names associated with Elsworth’s 
family.
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Add to that the fact that I cannot find a MENTION 
of Elsworth ANYWHERE after 1880. Lulu’s 
husband reportedly abandoned her and the kids. Bet 
he changed his name and I will bet that he was the 
husband of Lulu.

It looks like Alice did marry both Arthur BROWN 
and Fred B. KING but more work needs to be done.

I went back to looking for Jay H. – brother of Alice. 
Finally I found the WWI registration for a Jay H. 
OSTRANDER who gives his next of kin as... Mrs. 
Arthur BROWN!

Bingo !!!
I wanted to present my info/theory to you at this 

point hoping to get some advice/suggestions...
anything that would help me wrap this up. There are 
no films on Onondaga marriages available through 
LDS and their (Onondaga’s) website is less than ....
welcoming.

I find this story absolutely fascinating and the idea 
that I might be able to “connect” these folks where 
they were “unconnected” before......well…it just 
doesn’t get any better than that. Elsworth is a puzzle.

What say you?

The BB, Johannes, and, the Internet
By Peter H. Ostrander

Hello cousins. For the past year I have been keying 
the Johannes3 line into The Master Genealogist 
database using the program of the same name. 
On March 1st of this year, I finished the Big Book 
genealogical data entry, together with additional 
family information researched on the internet.  
Regrettably, genealogy is never ending and, within 
two days, I discovered several entry changes or 
omissions. Not in data entry, but changes or omissions 
in the Big Book due to the limited information 
available to Vinton and Emmett. 

As I entered data from the book, I was amazed at 
the extent and detail of the family data collected BI 
(before the Internet). As a personal friend of Colin, 
Emmett, and, Vinton I know the  Big Book data was 
collected and the book compiled using only personal 
contacts, letters, the telephone, and hand written 
family data sheets. A daunting and expensive task 
considering the many assets now available to the 21st 

Century genealogist.
For example, one of my present research sources, 

Find-A-Grave, lists 9,725 Ostrander graves in the 
US with 3,591 in New York alone, and 65 in South 
Dakota, an early pre- and post- Civil War Ostrander 
migration destination.  This site often enables a 
researcher to quickly link to parents, siblings and 
children with a single click, or, an attached obituary 
may provide other unknown family information. On 
the other hand it may result in a dead-end requiring 
more research.

In order to make this information more useful, I am 
working on a program to create a searchable database 
using the Find-A-Grave information. When and if 
completed, perhaps in 1918, it will be more valuable 
than the original source in locating missing Ostrander 
family members and connecting the unconnected. 

While the Find-A-Grave site is helpful, I prefer to 
begin a search at Ancestry.com because it allows me 
to input multiple personal information, i.e.: name, 
birth date & location, parents, spouse, etc. Even with 
this information, the site may draw a blank until the 
data is reorganized, i.e.: A search for a spouse or 
parent rather than the subject can result in locating 
the desired subject information. Often Ancestry will 
lead to the applicable Find-A-Grave site. But, another 
vexing problem is that repeating the same search 
does not always give the same results, thus, proving 
Einstein was wrong. Searching for the number of 
Ostrander graves in the US resulted in 9,725 and 
7,628 on similar searches. 

Another almost equally effective search site is LDS 
Family Search, and, the search results are presented 
in a more readable format.  Plus, the site is free with a 
good multiple data points input matrix. 

The URLs (internet locations) for these sites are 
listed below with other informative genealogical 
sites which were active as of 20 March 2017.  An 
alternative is to search for “genealogical research” 
in your internet search engine. That should keep you 
busy for at least a day.

For those sticking their genealogical toes into the 
internet genealogical pool for the first time, beware 
of the many pitfalls you may encounter. You must 
always validate the search results against known 
family information because much of the input is from 
family members or others who may not know all 
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the facts. Many earlier LDS records have errors in 
information input by well-intentioned sources. During 
our 1992 Salt Lake City Reunion, I remember seeing 
records that my great aunt Georgia Ostrander was 
married to Bell Van Buren, however they were the 
same person, Georgia Bell Van Buren. Additionally, 
my grandfather was remembered by his niece as 
Seward Ostrander rather than C Ward Ostrander. 
Finding Seward in Ghent NY during the time in 
question would be a show stopper.

Perhaps one of the easiest made mistakes I 
discovered was a family timberline where the 
subject I was researching had several mysterious and 
unknown half- brothers and sisters. Mystery solved 
when I noticed that the father “Andrew J” died on 
such and such a date while I was looking up an 
“Andrew G”  line. The researcher had combined an 
Arent Andrew family with a Johannes Andrew of the 
same time, both with a child of the same name. 

Therefore, what you see is not always correct. 
Even the Big Book has an Ostrander  couple, both 
born in 1921 as being married in 1914. Perhaps a 
transposition  to 1941 is the more realistic age, 20 vs 
-8, for  a marriage, but, suspicion is not sufficient to 
be used as a reference.

Enjoy the hunt and, if you have a question, send an 
email to phost1936@gmail.com or post@mhcable.
com.

URL genealogical references: NOTE: Many 
of these programs offer free downloads, however, 
ultimately you can expect a fee. In that case try before 
you buy. Many sites present information of dubious 
value or requiring additional research. In some 
instances a search for John Paul Jones would result 
in hundreds of references to John, Paul, or, Jones. Do 
not be discouraged, programs have grown by leaps 
and bounds since the advent of Brother’s Keeper. 

Ancestry.com https://www.ancestry.com/

https://www.fold3.com/ Fold 3: Military record site; an 
Ancestry community $6.67/mo 
billed annually.

http://freepages.rootsweb.ancestry.com/
directory/genealogy.html

RootsWeb Free pages; an 
Ancestry community

Find A Grave http://www.findagrave.com/

LDS Family 
Search/paf

http://familysearch.org/

http://familysearch.org/paf paf program discontinued see 
Ancestral Quest, Legacy, or Roots 
Magic below

Ancestral Quest http://www.ancquest.com/paf/

Legacy http://www.legacy.com/

Roots Magic http://rootsmagic.com/

Albany & 
Eastern New York 
Genealogy

http://freepages.genealogy.rootsweb.
ancestry.com %7Eclifflamere/

Cliff Lamere; Not name limited
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Obituaries http://www.obituaries.com/ns/
obituariescom/obits.aspx

NYG&B http://newyorkfamilyhistory.org/. New York Genealogical & 
Biographical Society; OFA 
members have free access to this 
site; see the OFA member site for 
the password.

Online Services https://www.exploringlifesmysteries.com/
myheritage-vs-ancestry-vs-findmypast/

Picking an online service

Best DNA https://www.familytreedna.com/

Family Tree 
DNA

https://www.familytreedna.com/

Genealogy Bank http://genealogybank.com/

One Great 
Family

http://www.onegreatfamily.com/ Cooperative site which requires 
more data verification

USGenWeb: http://usgenweb.org/index.shtml Another cooperative volunteer 
site. Has State specific sites.

Newspaper 
Archives

https://newspaperarchive.com/
advancedsearch/

New Members
#832 John Frederick Gundlach III ...........................39 Sparkle Dun Drive, Biltmore Lake, NC 28715-7902
Welcome to the Ostrander Family Association. The OFA thanks you for joining. We hope we can help you find 

answers to any family questions you may have. If you have interesting family stories to share, send them to the 
Editor.

Additional benefits to your new membership are: 
• If you haven’t already done so, you are invited to submit your family data. The guidelines for submitting can 

be found at the OFA website (www.ostrander.org) under the Genealogy link.
• OFA is a member of the New York Genealogical and Biographical Society (NYG&BS); our membership 

gives you access to NYG&B eLibrary, the NYG&B Researcher (a quarterly magazine), early American 
newspapers and NewspaperArchives.com and more. You can find the details in the Members Section link of 
the OFA website. Contact the webmaster (follow directions on our website) to obtain the password for access 
to the Members Section.

• In 2008, OFA published The 1st & 2nd Generations of the Pietersen-Ostrander Family, a paper by Kent De 
Geer, correcting the story about our first and second generations. If you would like a copy, contact the Editor. 
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------------------------------------------------(Cut Along Dotted Line)-----------------------------------------------------------
Full Name_____________________________________________Membership #___________
Old Address _____________________________City_____________St___ZIP_____________
New Address ____________________________City_____________St___ZIP_____________
Phone: ________________________E-mail:__________________________________
Please print legibly and send to Ken and Lois Artlip, 12455 W Janesville Road - #308, Muskego, WI 53150 

Ω   Omega   Ω
Omega is the last letter of the Greek alphabet and is often used to denote the end. It is used here to remember 

late family members.
 Zola (King) Ostrander (OFA #99, BB #9771, Arent), wife of the late Myron D. Ostrander, of Jeffersonville, 

died March 25th at Lehigh Valley Hospital. Zola was born on July 28, 
1919, in Wentworth, New Hampshire, to the late Zoe (True) and Auguste 
King. She enjoyed time with her family, trips back to New Hampshire to visit 
family and friends, sewing and knitting. She is survived by one son, William 
Ostrander (Janice) (BB #10438) , Benicia, CA; two daughters, Bonnie Jones 
(Lawrence) (BB #10437), Wentworth, NH, and Becky Comer (Lee) (BB 
#10440), Gilbertsville, PA, a daughter-in-law, Helen (Mirrione) Ostrander 
(BB #10439), Santa Clara, CA, ten grandchildren, Matthew Jones, Michael 

Jones, William Jones, Susan Ostrander, Dawna Mencimer, Peter Ostrander, Katie Taylor, Tomas Ostrander, 
Dana Tyson and David Tyson, ten great grandchildren (Aryahna, Jacob, Jesykah, Camden, Madeline, Kelton, 
Jack, Allison, Natalie and Rose) and her beloved dog Kodie. She is also survived by a sister-in-law, Marion 
King, Wentworth, NH, and many nieces and nephews. In addition to her husband, she was predeceased by two 
sons, Peter K. Ostrander (Helen) (BB #10439) and David M. Ostrander (BB #10441) and two brothers, Paul 
T. King and John M. King. Note – Zola is wearing an OFA t-shirt; her daughter Becky Comer served as OFA 
Recording Secretary 1994-2017.

Mildred G. (Ostrander) Pangman (OFA #170, BB#2026, Pieter), age 98, of 
Rochester Hills; passed away January 15, 2017. She was born in Detroit, MI, on March 
30, 1918. Mildred graduated from East Detroit High School and went on to receive a 
Chartered Life Underwriter Degree from the Life Insurance Institute. She was married 
to William A. Pangman on June 1, 1940. Mildred had a successful career in Finance and 
Life Insurance for various companies. Her passions included Ikebana flower arranging, 
gardening, politics and was a loyal and treasured friend to many. Mildred is preceded in 
death by her husband William; her son Jon (Julie) Pangman (BB#2663); and her sisters 
Virginia, Dorothy, and Winifred. She is survived by her daughter Dorothy (Bruce) Kemp 
(BB#2664); her grandchildren Alex (Sarah) Kemp, Alison (Neal) Gerber and Marie 

Pangman; and her great-grandchildren Jack, Flynn, and Lilli Kemp and Mischa and Cleo Gerber. 
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Change of  Mailing or Email Address
Please notify OFA when your postal and/or e-mail address changes. Use the form on the other side of this page 
to change your address and any other membership information. If available, include your membership number 
because many of us have the same or a similar name. Your member number is shown on the mailing label for 
the OFA Journal. Also, please print legibly.  Thank you from OFA Membership.

Allerlei
Allerlei is a Dutch word meaning “all sorts of things” and 
connotes that the things are interesting. So this column 
contains bits of interesting information about or relating 
to Ostrander. Reader contributions are welcomed, and if 
relevant, include photo and Big Book reference; send to 
the editor. 

See Web Extras on the web site (www.ostrander.org) for 
larger photos and more details on many of these topics.

Ostrander ephemera — 1917 Envelope from 
W.R. Ostrander & 
Co. to Cambria Steel 
Co. from expired 
eBay auction. The 
return address is W.R. 
Ostrander & Co., 371 

Broadway, New York, N.Y.; the addressee is Cambria 
Steel Co., Johnstown, Pa. It was listed for $9.00. See 
articles in De Bonte Koe April 2007 and October 
2007 for additional information about W.R. Ostrander 
& Co. From radiomuseum.org: “In the November 
1922, Radio Service Supplement to the National 
Electragist magazine, Volume 22 the W. R. Ostrander 
& Company offices were located at 371 Broadway in 
New York City. The companies manufacturing factory 
was located at 1431 to 1433 DeKalb Avenue in 
Brooklyn. The company was advertising Variometers 
and Variocouplers in 1922.” Contributed by Clint 
Richmond.

South Beach, Staten Island, NY was settled in 
1661 by Dutch immigrants. At the time, it was called 
Oude Dorp. This translates from the Dutch as ‘Old 
Town’ the first permanent Dutch settlement on Staten 
Island, predating arriving colonists who established 
homes further south in New Dorp. From the 
Encyclopedia of New York City “Although no trace 
(of the original Dutch community) remains, reports 
of the Dutch West India Company mention 12 to 14 
families and a blockhouse (in the first permanent 
settlement.)” From an article by Virginia N. Sherry 
for SILive.com. Contributed by Ken Artlip.

About 1817, Betsey Artlip (BB# 3673) and 
Asa Reynolds moved their family of five children 
from Glenville in Schenectady County due west to 
promising agricultural land in Livingston County, 
New York. Ken Artlip contributes this story from 
the Internet: http://robertnreynolds.weebly.com/asa-douglas-
reynolds.html and then click on the link “The Story of 
Asa Douglas and Betsy Artlip Reynolds” to download 
asa_douglas_reynolds_and_betsy_artlip_final_
jan_30_2012-1.pdf.

OFA has sold all the Big Books, but occasionally 
there is one available from used book dealers.  Peter 
J. Ostrander suggests ebay.com, alibris.com, and 
abebooks.com. Also, contact your local genealogical/
historical society or library; many BBs were donated. 

Contributor Credentials
Contributor BB Reference OFA Member No.

Artlip, Ken (5825), Willem 645
Cooper, Deb 17328, Jacob 410
George, Elaine (1225), Pieter 731
O’Strander, Irving (Skip) 20277, Willem 247
Ostrander, Glenn 17275, Jacob 434
Ostrander, Peter H. 10548, Arent 8
Ostrander, Roseanne 17476, Jacob 529

NB - Parentheses around BB reference indicate nearest BB relative


